
Year A, Week 17 (March 23, 2008) 
Matthew 28: 1-14    Easter 
 
Hymn Suggestion: Allelu, Allelu, Allelu, Alleluiah, Praise Ye the Lord  

or Ho-Ho-Ho-Hosanna 
 
Figures Needed:   Jesus (with arms extended) 
   Two male “guard” figures 

Two women figures 
   Angel figure 
   Tomb (double-check to make sure this is there) 
   Stone (Same – double-check) 
   Optional:  white cloth to wrap figure of Jesus in tomb 
 
Story: 
 
In Jesus’s time, Christians greeted one another like this: 
 
I’ll say:   Christ is risen. 
You’ll say:  Christ is risen, indeed! 
 
(Repeat a time or two.) 
 
Today we are celebrating that Jesus is risen, indeed. 
 
After Jesus died, his friends took his body from the cross and put it here, in a tomb. (Can 
place wrapped figure of Jesus in a tomb and roll stone in front of it.)  Roman guards 
rolled a huge stone in front, to close it.  (Place guards by tomb.)  The guards stayed at the 
tomb to watch over it. (From back, remove figure of Jesus.) 
 
Later, after the Sabbath, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
(Place women at tomb.) 
 
Suddenly there was an earthquake – an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, rolled 
back the stone, and sat on it.  He looked like lightning, and his clothes were as white as 
snow.  (Roll stone away and place angel on top of tomb.) 
 
The guards shook with fear and fainted like dead men.  (Tip guards over.) 
 
But the angel said to the two women, “Don’t be afraid.  I know you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified.  He is not here; he has been raised from the dead just like he said.  But 
come see where he lay in the tomb, and then go tell the disciples.  Tell them, ‘He has 
been raised and is going ahead of you to Galilee.  You will see him there.’” 
 
So the women left the tomb with both fear and great joy.  They ran to tell the disciples.  
(Move women away.) 



 
Suddenly Jesus himself met them and said, “Greetings!”  (Place Jesus near women.) 
 
The women fell at his feet and worshipped him.  (Place women face down.) 
 
Jesus told them, “Don’t be afraid.  Go tell my brothers the disciples to go to Galilee, 
where they will see me.” 
 
The guards went into the city and told the religious leaders what had happened.  They 
gave a lot of money to the guards and told them, “You tell people that Jesus’s disciples 
came in the middle of the night and stole his body.”  So the guards took the money and 
told people that the disciples came and stole Jesus’s body. 
 
To this day, some people believe that Jesus was raised from the dead.  Other people 
believe that his body was stolen.  But the tomb was empty. 
 
I say,   “Christ is risen.” 
You say,  “Christ is risen, indeed.” 
 
Questions without Response: 
 
I wonder ... how it felt for the women to go to the tomb of a friend? 
I wonder ... how the women felt when they saw that Jesus’s tomb was empty? 
I wonder ... if the women believed the angel when he told them that Jesus was risen? 
I wonder ... how the women recognized Jesus? 
I wonder ... whether it’s easier to believe that a body was stolen or that a dead man rose 
to life? 
I wonder ... which one you believe? 
 


